
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue No. 30, April 2012 

Programme NEWS 

Soroptimist International of Europe 

Project of the Month 
 

There are two winners this month: 
SI Leuven and SI Leper of Belgium 
for their projects on organ 
donation. Organ donation is also 
the national theme of the Belgian 
Union which addresses the need 
to have more people registered as 
donors thereby shortening the 
waiting list for transplants. Both 
projects fall under the Programme 
Focus Goal 2, objective no. 2: 
“Strengthen and increase 
Soroptimist International’s 
presence as an advocate at all 
levels.”  
 
SI Leuven has worked with 
different media on an awareness 
raising campaign to encourage 
people to become organ donors. 
The club organized an event with 
a key-note speaker who 
addressed this issue.  
 
SI Leper’s initiative used 
informational flyers and posters, 
and also organized a conference 
with the collaboration of doctors 
from the Westshoek association, 
the Jan Yperman Hospital and the 
Red Cross. Among attendees 
were High level local politicians 
and the former prime Minister of 
Belgium who states that ‘only 1% 
of Belgians are registered as 
donors.’ 
 
PFRs  #24766 (Leuven) and   
#24862 (Leper) state that the 
projects helped distribute 
information to the public at large, 
reaching a large audience. 
Additionally, the projects have 
greatly increased the visibility of 
Soroptimist International.  
 

Congratulations Clubs Leuven 
and Leper!  
 
 

Launch of Congress Website 
The website for the 2013 Congress in Berlin: Visions of Paradise – 
Soroptimists go for Water and Food was launched. SIE President 
Kathy Kaaf cordially invites all Soroptimists to attend so please 
visit www.soroptimist.waterandfood.eu/ for further information 
and to learn how to register for the event.  

 
 

May 5 – International Day of the Midwife 
Every day, midwives save women’s lives all around the world. 
Midwives play a crucial role in providing reproductive health 
care to women in their communities; often they outnumber 
physicians in rural areas. May 5 is the internationally 
acknowledged day to recognize the invaluable work of 
midwives. Soroptimists among other organizations are 
committed to addressing maternal mortality and morbidity 
through better access to quality midwifery.  
 

Although globally maternal mortality rates are decreasing, there 
are still 1,000 women dying a day due to pregnancy and 
childbirth complications. In this context, midwives who are 
trained to provide essential midwifery care can be the key to 
saving lives. Maternal mortality rates can drop significantly 
when treated by trained and skilled midwives. Indeed midwives 
make a difference in women’s lives and are well respected in 
their communities. Often the causes of maternal death are not 
preventable yet treatable. Trained midwives can be a significant 
asset.  
 

Recognizing this fact, Soroptimist International’s 2011 December 
10 Appeal addresses this very issue. As you surely know, this 
project is called ‘Birthing in the Pacific’ and works to increase 
the skills and education of health professionals and birth 
attendants in Papua New Guinea with the goal of reducing 
maternal mortality and morbidity.  
 

For more information on the International Day of the Midwife, 
please visit:  
http://www.internationalmidwives.org/Whatwedo/International
DayoftheMidwife/tabid/327/Default.aspx  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

and to learn more about 
the December 10 Appeal, 
visit :  
http://www.soroptimisti
nternational.org/our-
projects/december-10-
appeal/birthinginpacific  
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Switzerland 
Tel : +41 22 346 08 80 
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May 21 – World Day for Cultural 
Diversity for Dialogue and 
Development  
Cultural rights and multiculturalism 
are becoming increasingly 
important to acknowledge and 
celebrate in a world that is so 
globalized but also so increasingly 
fraught with ethnic and religious 
conflict. UNESCO declared that the 
“flourishing of creative diversity 
requires the full implementation of 
cultural rights as defined by Art. 27 
of the Declaration of Cultural 
Diversity which states that 
everyone has the right to freely 
participate in the cultural life of the 
community, to enjoy the arts and to 
share in scientific advancement and 
its benefits.” A grassroots 
campaign called “Do One Thing For 
Diversity and Inclusion” celebrates 
this annual day by encouraging 
actions that foment 
multiculturalism.  
 
 
 
 
 

diversity, please visit   
http://www.facebook.com/DoOneT
hingforDiversityandInclusion  
 
MALI – A Call for Donations!  
 

Help us support projects in Mali by 
donating to the SIE Disaster Fund.  
 

Since January 2012 the regions of 
Northern Mali have been under 
attack from a Tuareg separatist 
movement that demands the 
independence of the Azaoud, a 
desert region which comprises a 
large part of Northern Mali.  
 
Large numbers of the Malian 
population have fled the region and 
taken refuge in neighboring 
countries, fearing for their safety 
 
 

amid clashes between the 
authorities and the rebels. 
UNHCR estimates that 146,740 
refugees have been affected by 
the crisis.   
 

Your donation will go to support 
projects in Mali that help those 
affected. Please stipulate that 
your donation is for Mali and 
clearly mention your club.  
 

For transfers from the Eurozone, 
please use the SIE account at 
Credit Agricole de Savoie, Saint 
Julien En G, France (IBAN: FR76 
1810 6000 3496 7040 0803 955, 
Swift code/BIC: AGRIFRPP881).  
 

Donations from non-Eurozone 
countries should be sent to UBS, 
CH – 2001 Neuchâtel, 
Switzerland, Account No. 
290/IN105239.0 (IBAN: CH30 
0029 0290 IN10 5239 0, Swift 
code/BIC: UBSWCHZH80A).  
 
 

 
www.soroptimistprojects.org 
This month, we feature the 
project “PAN 001 – Soroptimist 
Training Center for Women and 
Girls”. SI Volcan has begun 
construction of a permanent 
training center for women and 
girls in Panama. Tourism in the 
small town of Volcan is a rapidly 
frowing sector and the goal of 
this project is to prepare 
unemployed women and girls to 
take advantage of this economic 
development. 
 

Through a previous project, 
‘Manos de Esperanza,’ SI Volcan 
has been offering classes on 
subjects like quilting, cooking 
and gardening and has already 
seen some of its participants 
attain respectable jobs. Women 
who have benefited from this 
training have not only gained 
valuable skills and income, but 
also an increased sense of self-
worth and accomplishment. To 
continue these classes, a 
permanent, specialized facility  
 

will need to be built. As part of 
this project, SI Volcan is using its 
ties within the community to 
construct a building that will serve 
as both a training center for 
women and girls and a meeting 
place for Soroptimists.  
Funds needed: €12,400.- 
 

FEATURED WEBSITES:  
www.womensrefugeecommissio
n.org/  
The Women’s Refugee 
Commission (WRC), a partner 
organization of the International 
Rescue Committee, advocates for 
laws, policies and programmes to 
improve the lives and protect the 
rights of refugee and internally 
displaced women and children. 
Through research field missions, 
they identify critical problems 
affecting displaced women and 
children such as gaps in 
reproductive health care, lack of 
dignified livelihoods for refugees 
and, in the US, the treatment of 
asylum-seekers. The WRC 
improves the way humanitarian 
assistance is delivered in refugee 
settings through documenting 
best practices and proposing 
solutions; it also lobbies on 
Capitol Hill in the US, at the 
United Nations and with 
humanitarian organizations, 
governments and donors, to push 
for improvements in refugee 
policy and practice.  
 
www.care.org 
CARE International is a 
humanitarian organization that 
works to fight global poverty. Its 
programmes focus on women’s 
empowerment because, equipped 
with the proper resources, 
women have the power to help 
whole families and lift entire 
communities out of poverty. 
Women are at the heart of CARE’s 
community-based efforts 
“improve basic education, 
prevent the spread of disease, 
increase access to clean water 
and sanitation, expand economic 
opportunity and protect natural 
resources.”  

 

For more 
information, links 
and tips about how 
you can celebrate 
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