
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue No. 41, March 2013 

Programme NEWS 
Soroptimist International of Europe 

Project of the Month 

 

This month’s winner is SI Union of 
Switzerland and its 58 Clubs for their 
project “Mikrokredit Soroptimist – 
Mikrokredit Solidarität Schweiz.” This 
project was realized with an external 
partner: Foundation Microcredit 
Solidarity Switzerland. The project 
fulfilled Programme Goal no. 1 
“Soroptimist International will 
improve the lives and status of 
women and girls through education, 
empowerment or enabling 
opportunities” and objective no. 2 
“Improve access to economic 
empowerment and sustainable 
opportunities for the employment of 
women.”  
 
Many women in Switzerland aiming 
to start their own small businesses do 
not always have means to do it, or 
possibilities to get bank credits. They 
have creative ideas, skills, and 
experience but no financial resources.  
 
Soroptimists in Switzerland wanted 
to give an initial aid to these women 
in order to put their visions into 
practice, and formed a partnership 
with Foundation “Mikrokredit 
Solidarität Schweiz” (MSS). The Swiss 
Union of SI signed an agreement with 
MSS wherein it was stipulated that 
Soproptimists were responsible for 
finance and PR and MSS for 
administration, management and 
coaching. The credits up to 30,000 
USD have to be repaid within four 
years and finance new small 
enterprises.  
 
Apart from creating visibility, PFR no. 
28539 demonstrates that through 
granting microcredits, women can 
realize their small enterprises, 
thereby creating a new and better 
livelihood for themselves.  
 
More than 500 hours have been 
invested into the project and an 
impressive sum of 320,000 USD has 
been raised!  
 
Well done, SI Switzerland! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Commission on the Status of Women Agreed Conclusions Signed 
After more than two weeks of intense negotiations at the United 
Nations in New York, member states agreed on an Outcome 
Document acknowledging the importance to prevent and eliminate all 
forms of violence against women and girls. Thousands of 
representatives of governments and civil society organizations met in 
New York for the 57th Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). The 
CSW is the global policy making body of the UN that is entirely 
devoted to monitoring the state of progress for women and girls. This 
year’s theme was “Elimination and prevention of all forms of violence 
against women and girls”. Understanding the relevance of this topic to 
Soroptimist work, close to 50 Soroptimists represented the global 
voice for women, participating in negotiations, leading side events and 
conducting high-profile advocacy.  
 
All SI Federations were represented where SIE delegation was led by 
President Elect Ulla Madsen and SIE Executive Director Anne Simon. 
They were joined by SIE 1st Vice President Christine Peer, SIE Extension 
Chair Maria Luisa Frosio, SI Convention Chair in Istanbul, Emine Erdem 
and prevention against human trafficking project representative from 
Moldova, Violeta Bunescu. They were all very engaged with the 
Soroptimist delegation as well as played a prominent and influential 
role with their respective government delegations as advisors on 
women’s rights.  
 
SIE was also invited to join Secretary General Ban Ki Moon and UN 
Women Executive Director Michelle Bachelet to discuss Women’s 
Empowerment along with some 250 Global Business leaders at the 
session organized by UN Women and UN Global Compact. Ulla Madsen 
and Anne Simon joined the event in addressing the need to empower 
women to increase their participation in society and economy. The 
Secretary General highlighted the urgency to achieve gender balance 
at all levels of business operations. “We need to support women’s 
leadership and equal opportunity because this is good for women, and 
it is good for democracy and a healthy and productive society,” 
Bachelet said in her address.  
 
Soroptimist’s written statement to the CSW and oral statement 
delivered by SI Assistant Programme Director Anusha Santhirasthipam 
on femicide and female infanticide were included in the final Outcome 
Document. Also, in the Outcome Document concluding the 57th CSW, a 
special focus is placed on prevention through education and 
awareness-raising. The document asserts the importance to tackle 
gender inequalities in the political, economic and social spheres. The 
CSW reiterated the significance of existing international instruments, 
the responsibility of States and the necessity for a strong and 
coordinated support system. It is particularly gratifying that consensus 
was reached on the combat against domestic violence, female genital 
mutilation, forced marriage, trafficking in women and forced 
prostitution as well as sexual violence against women as a weapon of 
war. The protection and support was extended to committed human 
rights defenders who risk their lives to stop violence against women.  
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Another important achievement of this 
year’s CSW is the clear call of States to 
“strongly condemn all forms of 
violence against women and girls and 
to refrain from invoking any custom, 
tradition or religious consideration”. 
None of these can be the basis for 
justification for the discrimination nor 
violence against women. 

UN Women in their statement 
welcomed the outcome of the meeting 
and declared that “violence against 
women is a universal problem that 
requires, and has now received a 
universal response”.  With a satisfying 
Outcome Document, SIE is even more 
motivated to advocate to end violence 
against women and continue to be the 
global voice for women.  

For more information, please consult: 
http://www.soroptimistinternational.or
g/CSW57 
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/
csw/57sess.htm  

Early Bird offer ends on 30th of March! 
 

 Register for the 20th Congress 
of Soroptimist International of 
Europe – Berlin 12 – 14 July 2013 

 
SIE is delighted to invite all 
Soroptimists across the globe to its 
20th Congress to be held in Berlin, 
Germany from 12 – 14 July, 2013. The 
primary focus will not only be on 
informed lectures and thought- 
provoking theme sessions, but also on 
Soroptimist friendship and 
international encounters. Our 
members will present model projects 
that they have initiated and 
implemented. Please visit: 
http://www.soroptimist.waterandfood.
eu/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 April – World Health Day 

 
 
World Health Day is marked on 7 
April to commemorate the founding 
of World Health Organization on 
this date in 1948. Each year a theme 
is selected that emphasizes a 
priority area of public health 
concern in the world today. The 
theme for this year’s World Health 
Day is high blood pressure. 
 
High blood pressure substantially 
increases the risk of heart attacks, 
strokes and kidney failure. The goals 
of this campaign are: greater 
awareness, healthy behaviours, 
improved detection, and enabling 
environments.  
 
Fore more information, please visit: 
www.who.int/campaigns/world-
health-day/2013/en/  
 

Soroptimist Project Matching 
SI Nakuru, Kenya seeks support to 
implement their project “Girl Child 
Education, Transport and Home 
Library Empowerment Initiative”. 
There is a lack of adequate 
transport facilities for girls from 
home to school and back. This 
project will provide bicycles as a 
means of transport. SI Nakuru will 
empower 30 girls in secondary 
school with sustainable transport 
means and improved home library 
study environment.  
To learn more about this project and 
various others, please visit: 
www.soroptimistprojects.org 
 
Sports and Racism 
On the International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 
21 March, the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
organized a panel discussion on 
“Racism and Sport” with a special 
focus on football. Two of the most 
famous football players who are 
courageous to openly act against 
racism spoke at the event at the UN 
in Geneva - Kevin Prince Boateng 
(AC Milan and Ghanaian national 
team) and Patrick Vieira (former 
captain of the French national 
team). Heads of Corporate Social 
Responsibility  of Football 
organizations were among the 
panelists.  
 
 
 

 

Navi Pillay, UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights urged, “football 
authorities and the sport’s corporate 
sponsors to shoulder their 
responsibility to anticipate and deal 
with racism in football in a decisive 
and exemplary manner.” Everyone on 
the panel called for an end of racism 
in sports and Kevin Boateng declared, 
“act, don’t react!” 
 
FEATURED WEBSITES:  
www.equalitynow.org  
Equality Now works for the 
protection and promotion of 
women’s human rights. It informs on 
and protests against women’s human 
rights violations. It also aims to end 
violence and discrimination against 
women and girls around the world 
through the mobilization of the 
public. Its areas of focus include: 
rape, domestic violence, reproductive 
rights, trafficking, female genital 
mutilations, women’s political rights, 
etc.  
 
www.awid.org  
AWID (Association for Women’s 
Rights in Development) is an 
“international, multigenerational, 
feminist, creative, future-oriented 
membership organization committed 
to achieve gender equality, 
sustainable development and 
women’s human rights.” Women’s 
rights are central to AWID’s vision 
and strategy and a tool to achieve 
peace and sustainable development. 
 
www.girlsandfootballsa.com   
girls & football sa aspires to empower 
female football players, promote the 
awareness how sport influences 
young girls’ personal development, 
and inspire body ownership, strength 
as well as self-esteem. They present 
interesting best practices of their 
project activities in South Africa.  
 
www.unwomen.org 
In the wake of the major success at 
the Commission on the Status of 
Women, it is worth navigating 
through the regularly updated UN 
Women website for interesting new 
information. Apart from the ‘what’s 
new’ section, UN Women’s focus 
areas of Violence Against Women, 
Peace & Security, Leadership & 
Participation, National Planning & 
Budgeting, Economic Empowerment, 
and Millennium Development Goals 
provide intriguing insights into the 
work of UN Women.  
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