
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue No. 12, October 2010 

Programme NEWS
Soroptimist International of Europe 

 

Project of the Month 

 
The SI/E Programme Team is 
proud to announce that SI/E 

Kitzbühel, Austria, is selected as 
this month’s winner for their 
hands-on project EVITA, focus 

objective no 9: Ensure equal access 

to education and training for 

women and girls throughout their 

lifespan.  
 
So why do we honour this 
particular project and not one of 
the 60 or so others we have been 
receiving? Well, we like the fact 
that it is a local project, realized in 
partnership with a public 
organization (Public Women’s 
Care Centre), aiming to serve as a 
long-time memory of the local 
Soroptimist club.  
 
In PFR no 16765, from early 
September (please go to the PFR-
database itself to look at the full 
text!),  club Kitzbühel describes 
the project in a clear and 
thorough PFR, and we fully realize 
the joint efforts that are behind 
words like founding a centre; 

commemorating our anniversary, 

and liaising with other institutions.  
 
During the two first years SI/E 
Kitzbühel raised about 5000 USD 
in funds; they helped 50 women 
and 28 girls; the costs have so far 
been more than 1500 USD and 
about 300 hours have been put 
into the project, again according 
to their PFR. Well done! 
http://www.reports.soroptimistin
ternational.org/  
Username: sie 
Password: geneva 

Appointment of new Under-Secretary General of UN 

WOMEN 
On 14 September, UN Secretary General Ban ki-Moon chose 
former Chilean president Michelle Bachelet as the head of UN 
WOMEN.  Bachelet has been a dream candidate for the 
position according to the GEAR campaign.  She has long been 
committed to women’s issues and made them a priority during 
her time in office.  With her experience in the international 

 political arena, Bachelet proves to be 
a well-chosen candidate for the position. 

 SI/E President Eliane Lagasse sent a letter 
To Michelle Bachelet  congratulating her  

for her appointment.  
 

International Day to End Violence Against Women 
Each year beginning from the 25th of November, International 
Day to End Violence Against Women, there is a global 
movement of groups around the world speaking out against 
gender violence for 16 days until Human Rights Day on the 10th 
of December.  There are many types of violence affecting 
women worldwide such as : sexual assault,  child marriage, 
incest, wife beating, prostitution, female genital mutilation, 
dowry-related violence, trafficking, sexual violence during 
wars, femicide, sexual harassment, 'honour' killings, forced 
sterilization, date rape, pornography, bride kidnapping and 
psychological abuse.   
 
Based on information available, it is estimated that up to 70% 
of women experience abuse at some time in their lives.  For 
example, of the 800,000 people trafficked each year, women 
constitute 80%.  An estimated 100-140 million girls have 
suffered Female Genital Mutilation worldwide with 3 million 
girls in Africa at risk per year.  As many as 1 in 4 women 
experience violence during pregnancy and it is reported that 
up to 53% of  
women who are being abused by  
their sexual partner are being kicked  
or punched in the abdomen. 
  
The theme of this year’s International Day to End Violence 
Against Women is: Commit. Act. Demand. We CAN End 

Violence Against Women.  UNFPA has created a multimedia 
exhibition on their website offering insight into effective ways 
to end violence against women 
 (http://www.unfpa.org/endingviolence/home.html). 
 There, you can learn about culturally sensitive approaches to 
combating gender based violence.  
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UNESCO Report on Education 

disparities  
UNESCO has recently published a 
report highlighting the disparities 
between girls and boys in terms of 
education. According to the report 
about 2/3rd of the world’s nations 
face gender disparities in primary 
and secondary education. It states 
that only 85 countries are likely to 
succeed in educating girls and boys 
equally in primary and secondary 
education by 2015 and 75 countries 
are likely not to reach the goal at 
all. 
  
The report also found that though 
it is more difficult for girls to obtain 
entrance to primary school, if they 
do enter secondary school, they are 
more likely to continue their 
education.  At the secondary school 
level boys have higher dropout 
rates.  However, girls still have a 
more difficult time gaining access 
to school. 
 
You can read the full 277 page 
report on: 
http://www.uis.unesco.org/templat
e/pdf/ged/2010/GED_2010_EN.pdf 
 

Haiti and the Arche noVa 

Project  

 
SI/E President Eliane Lagasse and 
Roswitha Ott, Project Manager for 
Africa,  traveled to Haiti in the 
beginning of September.  Their 
initial reaction to the situation was 
one of shock.  The number of 
displaced persons is extremely 
high.  At this point after the  
 

earthquake, 500,000 people are 
living in 1300 camps in the areas 
affected by the earthquake.  
 
They are often living only in tents 
with no protection from the 
tropical storms which come 
between May and November. 
 Overall, many public buildings 
and infrastructure have been 
destroyed in Port-au-Prince. 
 
Since the earthquake, 
Soroptimists have been 
organizing to support the 
recovery process. Much of the 
support has gone towards the 
arche noVa project in Port-au-
Prince.  In Carrefour, one of the 
most affected areas, arche noVa 
has installed two water supply 
systems, one for a camp nearby 
and another for a hospital to 
ensure that staff, patients and 
visitors have safe and clean 
water. In another area, Petit-
Goave, the Sky Hydrant was 
installed; water here is so 
unclean that it has to undergo 
three treatments to be 
drinkable. The system produces 
800 l of water and serves 1500 
people.   
 
Arche NoVa also serves the areas 
of Plage des amis, Lacule and 
Petit-Guiné providing drinking 
water through sky hydrants and 
wells.  The work of arche noVa 
has eased the suffering of the 
people of Port-au-Prince.  SI/E, 
with the support of clubs and 
Unions has in total donated 
79,000 EUR to the organization’s 
projects.  

 
Features Websites: 
http://www.wunrn.com/ 
Women’s UN Report Network is 
a NGO seeking to implement the 
findings and recommendations 
of a UN study on Religious 
Freedom and the Status of 
Women from the viewpoint of 

religious traditions  
 

 
 
 
http://www.globalhandwashingd

ay.org/Tools.asp 
global hand washing day tools –
more than just a day! 
 
http://www.unep.org/billiontreec

ampaign/  

The Billion Tree  
Campaign is a 
worldwide tree- 
planting initiative 
facilitated by the  
United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP).  You can 
enter your tree planting pledges 
online.  
 

http://www.conversationsforabet

terworld.com/youth/blog-posts/ 
Follow 13 youth bloggers –
sponsored by unfpa – it is a 
conversation for a better world as 
young people blog about the 
global issues they face and 
solutions for the future 
 
http://www.youtube.com/UNIFE

M  

UNIFEM (part of UN Women) 
releases video series on Gender 
and the MDGs. Visit UNIFEM’s 
youtube channel to watch the 
videos.  
 

Soroptimist Disaster Grants 
SI/E has partnered with SIA to 
increase the scope and impact of 
the Soroptimist Disaster Grants. 
This grant seeks to meet the 
special needs of women and girls 
before, during and after disasters. 
Each federation will maintain 
separate disaster funds, but 
applications for grants will be 
reviewed by both federations. For 
more information, please visit : 
http://www.soroptimisteurope.or
g/en/projects/disaster-grants.html  

 


