
 

 
 
December 10th 2015 

 

Letter from the SIE President 
 
Dear Soroptimist, 
 

“Soroptimists Invest in Education” 
 
Today is the last of the sixteen days of activism against gender-based violence, which extend 
from the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women on 25th November 
and Human Rights Day on 10th December. Human Rights Day has been celebrated since 1950, 
and it is a day to take stock of the progress nations have made in fully recognising and 
guaranteeing human rights for all. The common thread between these two UN days is an 
incentive for all of us to act as advocates for gender equality and the empowerment of women 
as fundamental human rights. And so I find it very fitting that today is also Soroptimist Day. As 
we pause on this day to think of our vision and our mission, let us celebrate the effectiveness of 
our actions and projects, and let us renew our enthusiasm to built a better world for ALL. 
 
Programme: Soroptimist Projects across our Federation  
 
I am very happy to learn that many Clubs and Unions have already begun working under the 
biennium theme of Soroptimists Invest in Education and the Programme team and I are looking 
forward to receiving the PFRs on your projects. We hope you will also assist us in surveying the 
hundreds of scholarships you grant every year and that you will help us discover young talented 
women in the STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics). Human rights day 
should remind us that Education is also the only tool to eradicate and prevent Violence against 
women. (http://www.soroptimisteurope.org/pfr/createOrEdit/ !  Login: sie / Password: geneva) 
 
Leadership: News from the SIE Board 
 
The second Board Meeting of this biennium will be held in Geneva (January 16-17). These two 
days will be dedicated to finalising our Biennium Business Plan and to fine-tune the SIE 
strategies on Extension/Retention and Communication. Organised by Triangles, I can assure 
you the Board is ready and eager to respond to your needs and concerns and to accompany in 
the development of our future.  
 
Communications 
 
We are preparing all information relevant to the new communication and branding campaign 
for the benefit of the Clubs.  Thanks to an additional effort by the Board and SIE HQ there will 
also be a “transition” version of The Link to satisfy your need to know and share important 
Federation news. We have delivered a first issue of the Federation Newsletter and more will 
follow in the near future. We hope you have appreciated the new “lean” format for all forms, 
applications and questionnaires.  
 
 

From: Maria Elisabetta de Franciscis, SIE President 
To: Governors 

Union & Club Presidents 

http://www.soroptimisteurope.org/pfr/createOrEdit/


 

Programme & Advocacy 
 
Congratulations to the many Clubs that have run projects during the 16 Days of Activism, which 
took place between the 25th November, Day to End Violence Against Women, and the UN 
Human Right day, which is today.  Did you know that just last year, members in Europe, the 
Middle East and Africa reported as astonishing as nearly 3’000 projects? With millions of euros 
raised, Soroptimists conducted, alone or together with partner organisations, more than 700 
projects dedicated to the prevention of violence against women, and to the protection and 
support of victims of such violence.  
 
SI President’s Appeal 
 
This biennium SI President Yvonne Simpson is asking us to donate money for a project to 
rebuild educational structures in Nepal. SIE members have always been very generous, and I 
know you will find ways of fundraising for this important project. 
 
 
 
 

The SIE Board members, SIE HQ and 
I wish you a happy festive season and 
a peaceful New Year! Thank you all 
for your relentless and fruitful 
engagement towards women and 
girls in the world! 
 

 
 
 
Warm regards, 
 
 
 
Maria Elisabetta de Franciscis 
SIE President 
 
 
 
 

Visit your Federation website!    www.soroptimisteurope.org  

http://www.soroptimisteurope.org/

