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The new destination of the space on the sixth floor of the historic building in 
Via Medina, which will be assigned to specialized staff of the Squadra Mobile 
and Divisione Anticrimine [Investigation Police and Crime Prevention Divi-
sion], meets the requirements both for an approach to vulnerable victims, as 
well as for creating a technical area reserved for wiretapping according to 
the most modern and innovative techniques. In fact, a large area to welcome 
and support vulnerable victims has been created on the western wing of sixth 
floor of the Questura[ local Police Headquarters] premises. The unique instal-
lation offers a direct access and is meant to provide, especially to women and 
minors, the perception of being in a welcoming and comfortable setting to 
feel protected and at ease. The selection of spaces, furniture and decorations 
-like those of a home, and consequently the name selected is ‘A Home for 
You’- are all functional to ensuring the value of being welcomed. Youngsters 
who committed crimes and are now rehabilitating have been involved during 
the design and installation phases -an action which enhances not only the 
investigation-repression functions of the project but also the preventive ones. 
The need to employ cutting-edge technologies in investigative activities, in 
line with current norms, has set up an area assigned to advanced wiretap-
ping activities and another one for technical and investigative analyses, i.e. a 
control room equipped with the most innovative software which will enable 
a simultaneous comparison of data acquired from different sources. The con-
cept of the project sought to include excellent local stakeholders committed 
in supporting the most fragile members of the communities, be they either 
the victims or the perpetrators seeking a redemption. Such stakeholders have 
also been supporting technological innovations as tools for cultural progress.
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The new sixth floor of the Questura of Naples, represents a magnificent 
project which has been long supported and now accomplished, seeking 
to offer the city an extensive area customized to host victims of the most 
hedious crimes. The project also aims to setting up another adjacent area 
equipped with cutting-edge technologies in order to meet the needs of 
major intelligence activities.
I am very proud of the fact that the city participated actively in this project, in-
volving major private stakeholders, artists and professionals who have gene-
rously contributed with their knowledge and time to support the community. 
Worthy of mention are the young inmates in the penitentiary of Nisida, led 
by Lello Esposito, who accomplished and donated the beautiful works which 
give us hope for their future. 
This is, in fact, a project in the city and for the city within the premises of the 
Questura - which we would like the people to consider a place in which those 
who suffer an injustice may find considerate and experienced professionals 
and a welcoming and appropriate environment. This is meant to follow our 
traditional theme of proximity, care for the vulnerable victims and response 
to the needs of our people.
  

Alessandro Giuliano 
Police Commissioner, Questore of Naples



6

The area which the Questura of Naples has devoted to welcoming, suppor-
ting and counseling women, minors and other vulnerable violence victims, is 
called ‘A Home for You’. The project has been backed up by the Fondazione 
Banco di Napoli, according to an agreement with the State Police and So-
roptimist International - an association of women committed in professional 
and management activities. An extensive area, on the sixth flloor of the Que-
stu ra premises, with access from Via Guantai Nuovi, has been set up for the 
protected and functional investigative activities. The area will be equipped 
also with audiovisual and IT tools provided by Tecno s.r.l. The Fondazione 
Banco di Napoli is an institution established between the 16th and the 17th 
centuries by eight banks, namely, Monte di Pietà, Sacro Monte and Banco 
dei Poveri, Banco Ave Gratia Plena also known as Banco della Santissima An-
nunziata, Banco di Santa Maria del Popolo, Banco dello Spirito Santo, Banco 
di Sant’Eligio, Banco di San Giacomo e Vittoria, and Banco del Santissimo 
Salvatore. The institution has always been committed in meeting the local 
needs. Its origins draw strength from the will of supporting the invisible pe-
ople. It was established with donations coming from religious orders, noble 
families and professional guilds who succeeded in relieving the poor from 
usurer’s interest rates, and since then it has always pursued activities related 
to social issues. Six southern Italian regions are included in the Institution’s 
fields of action which range from arts, cultural activities and cultural heritage, 
assistance, charity and volunteer work, to education, schooling and training, 
scientific and technological research, health care and assistance to disad-
vantaged groups. The activities performed in the past years have enabled 
the Fondazione Banco di Napoli to resume its original role seeking to fight 
against disequalities, through projects dedicated to the most fragile groups.
Domestic and gender-based violence are increasing and such phenomenon 
has been considerably exacerbated during the pandemic. The Fondazione 
Banco di Napoli stands by the State Police, and especially to the Questura 
of Naples, supporting the women and men who have to perfom prevention 
and support actions for the victims, in most effective ways. This a remarkable 
initiative, one of a kind in Italy, which complies with the by-laws of the Fonda-
zione in contrasting the social malaise. The Foundation is, in fact, investing 
in solid infrastructures destined to the territory thus providing more effective 
proximity services to citizens. This pilot project stems from Naples, from the 
South of Italy, and will hopefully be replicated in other areas.

Rossella Paliotto 
President Fondazione Banco Napoli
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The mission of the Tecno industrial group - being among the European le-
aders in monitoring technologies- has long been associated with corporate 
social responsibility and territorial enhacement actions such as fellowships, 
patronage, creation of hubs for the training of new digital skills as the Apple 
Foundation. It is today launching a new chapter by contributing to the public 
security project within the Questura of Naples - the control room which op-
timizes intelligence activities and improves information retrieval and analy-
sis. Sixteen screens on a single dashboard, thus guaranteeing a complete 
control and hyperconnectivity with data acquired from diverse sources; an 
interactive space among different devices to streamline and streamline from 
a technological standpoint the work carried out by the police corps. The 
activities will include Open Source Intelligence (Osint), examination of video 
and audio data, video editing, analysis of telephone wiretapping printouts, 
cartography and geolocalizations, and real-time vision of the images provi-
ded by security cameras installed within the community areas. This design 
complies with the intelligence requirements and will ensure a simultaneaous 
comparison of data acquired by diverse sources, namely video, audio and 
documents. It represents a first-time coopration between public and priva-
te stakeholders, within a unique and cutting-edge project which lis being 
launched from Naples with Tecno as partner, with great pride, that may be 
replicated in other Questure [Police HQs] in Italy.

Giovanni Lombardi 
Presidente TECNO S.r.l.
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“A Home for You”
The Soroptimist International Club of Naples, founded in 1954 as the 10th Club 
of the Italian Union, has been operating for the past 77 years in the Campania 
region with factual initiatives in favor of women and minors, some examples 
of which are the Aula d’ascolto protetto [Protected Counseling Room] and the 
Children’s Corner implemented within the Juvenile Court of Naples; ‘A Room of 
One’s Own’ accomplished within Carabinieri premises, specifically at Stazione 
Capodimonte and Tenenza di Ercolano. Subsequently, in March 2021 in Scam-
pia, a Protected Counseling Room was added at the Cav run by the Dream 
Team-Donne in rete. The National Protocol signed with the Public Security De-
partment of the Ministry of the Interior on 25 November 2020 has formalized the 
relationship with Italy’s Police Headquarters (Questure), thus enabling the 161 
Italian Soroptimist Clubs to work across the entire nation, setting up ‘protected 
rooms’ for women victims of violence. The invitation of the Questura of Naples 
to participate in the project “A Home for You’ was enthusiastically and promptly 
accepted by the Soroptimist International Club of Naples being in line with the 
Soroptimist mission: creating a place for welcoming and listening, women, mi-
nors and vulnerable victims who have been abused within a protected environ-
ment. The counseling room, in fact, seeks to create an environment in which a 
woman may meet the police professionals in a less traumatic way, feeling welco-
med and protected, and perceive that attention and consideration are given to 
her severe problems. Specific guidelines have been set for the interior decor of 
these rooms bearing in mind how colors may psychologically affect the human 
mind and behavior. Moreover, the room has been equipped with an audio and 
video system for computerized notetaking of reports which will avoid further wit-
nessing traumas and may be utilized for subsequent procedures. Another major 
aspect is the need to disseminate the information about the existence of such 
‘rooms’ among as many women as possible, with pictures and addresses of the 
premises, and how to reach them. The message which must reach the victims 
is that there are people and places ready to listen to their issues and to protect 
them. For this purpose, as of 2016, the Italian Union has drafted an interactive 
map of Italy on the Soroptimist website:
https://www.soroptimist.it/unastanzatuttaperse/ 
The map contains all the necessary data to localize the protected room, as well 
as the city where it is situated, the address of the State Police or Carabinieri Sta-
tion premises and a photo. 
The Soroptimist Club of Naples is proud of this result as the voiceless people 
will find, within the Questura of Naples, ‘A room of one’s own’ which represents 
the place where they will be able to tell their story. Women will reveal themselves 
only when they have the time and place which will make them feel they have 
finally been welcomed and are protected.

Maria Giovanna Gambara 
President of Soroptimist International Club of Naples
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The House, symbol of welcoming. A familiar place in the spaces of “A Home 
for You” located on the sixth floor of the Questura of Naples, may be in-
terpreted in various ways by adjusting and expanding its possibilities and 
capacities to welcome. A house designed to receive and listen to the voices 
of women and children victims of violence who will find, in this place, ‘fa-
miliarity’ along with the touch, in its most profound connotation, of human 
solidarity. When I was called to give my contribution to this important and 
significant project as an artist and mainly as a person close to the institutions 
and the city, I thought that my creativity was to be adjusted to the spirit of 
the collective participation, and express solidarity to this initiative. I therefore 
thought that it would have been limitating to concentrate or limit my partici-
pation to a contribution representing only a subjective expression of my ar-
tistic feelings and doings. I therefore tried to elaborate ideas and proposals 
being factual collaborations shared by all the people and institutions invol-
ved in this project. With these considerations in mind, I thought of sharing 
my professional and human experience with Valentina Pisani, an extremely 
considerate and intelligent woman, a conscious professional, an architect 
who knew well how to organize and define the spaces of these premises as 
depositories of refined elegance and beauty. A depository souse in which my 
works have found the appropriate reception. A painting as a volcano genera-
ting a red heart is here to be interpreted as a symbol of love and care. Out-
side of the room which ‘contains’ this picture, there is an installation made of 
sticks with Pulcinella heads which, in these rooms, become the vigilant and 
silent sentinels who sympathetically listen to the stories of the people who 
will temporarily ‘inhabit’ this place. A house which has become also the place 
in which the participation of the young inmates of the Nisida penitentiary is 
shared -whom I have had the pleasure of coordinating for this project, with 
the support of the Masters of the pottery and metal courses held in the juve-
nile penitentiary institution. It is a house which, reproduced from my drawing 
on a large ceramic panel, is a personal interpretation of 100 different ways of 
seeing the youngsters involved, and has become the room for the reception 
of children, with countless replications on the wall, thus becoming a symbol 
of good fortune hoping that Naples may become the advanced outpost of 
this project - a city from which similar initiatives may stem under the watchful 
and protective eye of the State Police.

Lello Esposito
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The cooperation between the Questura of Naples and the inmates of the 
juvenile penitentiary of Nisida might appear as a provocation: an experience 
counterposing the stereotype of the “cops and robbers”. But it was not. It has 
become a true challenge, or rather, a double challenge. It was a challenge to 
bring back the boys to the ‘Medina’ -the place where they had been once, 
ten times… or even one-hundred times involved as the negative characters 
in stories of ordinary deviance. But now, instead, they were the protagonists 
of a social rearrangement ‘together with’ and not ‘versus’ the institutions. It 
was quite a challenge turning them into the positive actors of a reparative 
action against the violence which made their -and our- stories unbearable. 
Violence has very profound roots. It is not simple to eradicate it, especially in 
contexts in which children watch their  often violent parents who, most likely, 
perpetrate it on them. Aggressiveness which has become, for many of them, 
a pattern in their relationships and even a way out to survive. It has beco-
me, for many of them, a tradition which confirms a hypothetical asymmetry 
in the relationships between men and women, stemming from a masculine 
symbolism based on the equation whereby virility stands for agressiveness, 
oppression and violence. In order to break with these roots, it is necessary 
to act together promoting a new culture aiding everyone -women, children 
and men alike- who have been abused to report the perpetrator, not for the 
mere value of the accusation, but mainly for the need of knowing and being 
supported and accompanied throughout the troubled path which leads to a 
new life and to teaching one’s children to be respectful of themselves as well 
as of others. A new assisted path seeking for new ideals and horizons, with 
an open attitude to dialogue, facing others in order to do away with indivi-
dualism, rivalries and oppressions. Becoming aware of the ‘evil’ which gene-
rates violent and overbearing attitudes, the young inmates of Nisida -boys 
and girls- have imagined staggered, irregular, offset houses….just like their  
lives, yet always with doors wide open to welcoming and to letting the light 
come in. They have created flowers looking upwards which will not permit 
anyone to step on them. They have learned to ‘believe’ in the possibibility 
that the world’s salvation may derive from a heart which has been re-genera-
ted by a different life. We have built a bridge with this experience. We have 
joined pieces of stories and experience beyond roles and commonplaces. 
We have been provocative, we have launched challenges…. And have been 
successful!

Gianluca Guida
Director of the Juvenile Penitentiary of Nisida
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The collaboration for this project promoted by the Questura of Naples with 
the Fondazione Il meglio di te and the Cooperativa Sociale Nesis is a great 
reason of pride for us all. The donation of the works created in the pottery 
and metals workshops within the Nisida Juvenile Penitentiary, is an example 
of a precious synergy between institutions which, in different ways, yet with 
the same spirit, aim to take care of the weakest members of our society. The 
creation of hand-made works for such an important initiative has become 
a precious moment of reflection and positive confrontation among the in-
mates -girls and boys- on the theme of violence. The youngsters, in perfect 
agreement with the instructors who work daily in the penitentiary to pursue 
our philanthropic projects, embraced enthusiastically the idea of Maestro 
Lello Esposito of representing simple, yet universally important, symbols. 
The ‘house’ and the ‘tree’ are symbols of ‘welcoming’ and ‘life’, respectively. 
Their presence in this new counseling center may be seen as a peaceful mes-
sage against the negative features of all forms of violence. 

Fulvia Russo 
Presidente Fondazione “Il meglio di te - Onlus”

Presidente Cooperativa Sociale “Nesis. 
Gli amici di Nisida - Onlus
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“Una casa per Te” [A Home for You] is a project powered by a great so-
cial motivation which has generated a profound and passionate sympathy. 
The assignment given by an authoritative institution which seeks to create a 
protected and comfortable shelter completely devoted to the reception of 
those -children and adults- who have undergone trauma -be it psychological 
or physical violence, profound sorrow, which have made them more fragile 
and disoriented. Austere premises which at a first sight might cause a sense 
of fear, and will become, instead, a space in which to find serenity and reas-
surance, both in oneself as in the people who devote their time professio-
nally aware of anyone who has undergone abuse. The main ingredient to be 
successful is ‘The Art of Maestro Lello Esposito’ who has made this a unique 
project, with his sensitivity and passion. It was quite a challenge to strike 
a balance between the warmth and welcoming sense of a ‘Home’ and the 
interference of the high-tech intelligence systems, indispensible tools to de-
sign the warm environment of a home where one will feel at ease. Hence, the 
selection of warm and embracing materials as the wood flooring which melts 
into the the moire blue walls – a color which evokes the Police corps- to fur-
ther enhance the sense of protection. These colors have matched with the 
mirrors and metal wall coverings hosting Maestro Lello Esposito’s artwork, 
some of which have a great social value as they have been accomplished, 
under his guidance, by the young Nisida penitentiary inmates.
For me it has been a invaluable opportunity to merge my profession with a 
psychological experience of countless emotions that have brought me to 
design spaces which were meant to become: salvation and safety.

Valentina Pisani 
Pisani Morace Architetti
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I have been honored to give a small contribution, supported by companies 
who have always volunteered to back up my social projects as Nemi Giocat-
toli, Bimbostore, the Fiera del Mobile Thierry House and AEG promotions, 
for the accomplishment of a safe haven for women who have been victims of 
violence and for their children, hoping that they may find a renewed self-con-
fidence and serenity feeling protected from all kinds of abuse. 
As President of Officina delle Idee, Vice-President of maipiuviolenzainfini-
ta and being in charge of women becoming enterpreneurs within Confe-
sercenti Napoli provincia, Avellino e Benevento, I have always worked to 
support women implementing projects for their return on the job market, 
to mention a few. The achievement of this project, strongly desired by the 
Police Commisioner Alessandro Giuliano, who has always had this issue at 
heart, consisted in painting one bench in red to represent a firm fight against 
gender-based violence, and another one in green as a symbol of hope and 
serenity for children. 
Moreover, we supplied toys and colored pencils, a baby changing-table, cre-
ating a sort of ‘pit-stop’ to support mothers during their beautiful and private 
nursing moments. This project accomplished by all those who desidered to 
participate has given rise to a unique place, decorated with great detail, to 
welcome those who have been violence victims and now may find a new 
dimension, paving the way to a new beginning far from their sufferings. Our 
focus on gender-based violence begins in schools so as to lay the pillars of a 
future, free from stereotypes that often lead to this type of violence.

Rosa Praticó 
President of “Officina delle idee”

and “Mai più violenza infinita”













Soroptimist International Club of Naples
Translation by Maria Teresa Buri
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