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Programme objectives

Economic empowerement

The story of your project

Please summarise your project in some sentences:



We supplied household appliances to earthquake victims who were able to settle down in a housing unit right after the

quake but did not have any household items.

Why did your club / union choose to do this project?

Many families and women were left homeless during the zmir earthquake. Most of them  were able to find a place to stay

with the help of Municipalities, organizations and individuals. However, they were lacking home appliences, furniture and

household goods to be able to survive. According to the info gained from the municipalities and neighborhood

administrators, the highest demand was on white goods. Therefore, it was decided to focus our project on this specific

need.

How did you implement this project? What concrete actions did you take to tackle the issue you mentioned in

the previous question?

Initially, we received information about those victims who were able to settle down in a housing unit right after the quake

but did not have any household items. Soroptimist friends along with Municipality reps and neighborhood administrators

gave us information about who the victims were and what they needed the most. Later, it was decided that donating

household appliances was the right option. At this stage, which white goods were immediate needs were verified and

various firms were contacted. A company called Vestel offered a discount on the prices and free logistics and mounting

support.

Our main target group was women living alone, women as family leaders and then families respectively.

Once this project was initiated by the five Clubs in zmir and one in Denizli; it was announced to our Union and to the

other clubs. We also called our friendship link clubs. Six friendship link clubs of Izmir Club and three friendship link clubs

of Karsiyaka Club were our partners in this project.  As the funds were collected at our Union, purchases of white goods

were made.  The company Vestel distributed the goods to the victims’ addresses one by one.

Our initial target of 35 women was exceeded reaching 39 women (75 persons along with family members). When the first

part of the project was completed on February 22, 2021. A total of 34 fridges, 31 washing machines and 18 cookers

(kitchen stoves) have been distributed.

The women who received white goods shared their feelings and thoughts in the messages and photos they have sent to

us. They all expressed how  happy they were to get to know the Soroptimists. They wrote about how the Soroptimists

stood by them during those hard times. They said that they gained strength from them.

A total of € 18.300 worth of fund was raised for the purchase of white goods, of which

€ 6.800 was provided by the Izmir Club.

A sample invoice of white goods and thank you letters written along with photos are given among the photos in the

Supporting Material section of this PFR.

Did you encounter any problems in organising or running your project?

No

How did you solve this problem? What did your club/union learn form solving these problems that you would

like to share with others Soroptimists who might find themselves in the same situation?

---

Did the members of your club/union consider this project a success?

Yes, indeed. 39 women and their families benefited from this project, exceeding the initial target. In addition to this,

recognition and reputation of Soroptimism was promoted.



Women's voices

Images

Project results

Our project's main target were:

Women

How many people benefited from your project in total?

75

How much money did you raise?

18’300 €

How many hours have you spent to achieve this project?

150

Supporting material

Do you have a nice story or quote from a woman or girl who directly benefited from this project? If yes, please

share it with us in the space below.

We wish to share two of many thank you messages here.

I, as a woman living alone, thought that I had an extraordinarily strong character and able to conquer all difficulties, until

the earthquake in Izmir on Oct. 3oth. I lost my house and all belongings. While trying to overcome the trauma I was going

through, I realized that how hard it was to get reorganized and establish a new life. I had lost the power inside me. When

I was wavering and trying to decide how and where to start, the support of Soroptimist Clubs became a source of hope

for me. It showed me that I am not alone, and I still have the power inside. I want to express that I will always remember

this support with gratitude, and I believe that good people still exist. I am so happy that I have you. With love… ELIF

COSKUN

Dear Madam,

I am a victim of the zmir earthquake which occurred on October 30th, 2020. Our apartment unit with all of our belongings

and furniture were sealed by the authorities and we were unable to take out anything. All the attempts we made were

useless. Nobody realized that this eartquake also took place in other parts of the city other than Bayrakli and Bornova

districts. I am a victim of Karsiyaka district. My apartment was heavily destroyed; therefore, it was sealed.

During the first days after the quake, one of my friends said that there was an NGO called Soroptimists and they shared

a phone number for the victims. I did not take it seriously due to similar rumors and misleading news. I could not get any

results from the places I applied except for the 5.000TL (approx. 520 EURO) aid I got from AFAD and moving assistance

and shelter support from the Municipality of zmir. I decided to calI the number I was given when I realized I was

desperate and becoming seriously victimized. My call was returned.  The lady on the other side of the line kindly

expressed her sorrow without hurting my feelings and added that she will help. She surely did. They immediately sent

me a fridge and a washing machine. I am sincerely thankful. May God Bless You! While those organisations I trust the

most did not care, Soroptimists that I never knew and did not pay any attention at all when I first heard about them, cared

for me. Thank you also for making me feel precious.  Stay with love beautiful people.   MS. ESMER


























































